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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This Office Action is in response to Amendment filed on date: 09/28/2006. 
Claims 2, 4-11, 13, 15-22, 24, 26-33, 35, 37-44, 46, 48-55, and 57-59 are still 

pending. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see REMARKS, have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

a) Applicant argued that "Kadous does not disclose or suggest selecting a 
constellation for transmission on the active antennas where said selecting the 
constellation for transmission on the active antennas comprises selecting different 
constellations two or more of the active antennas" (see REMARKS pages 18-24). The 
examiner respectfully disagrees. Kadous shows that the coded data for each data 
stream is modulated based on one or more constellation selection (e.g., BPSK, QSPK, 
M-PSK, or M-QAM) to provide the specific modulation symbol (see fig. 1 and col. 4, 
lines 31-67). Kadous also teaches that each specific modulation symbol is selected for 
each transmit antenna (col. 18, lines 15-17). Since the different selected constellations 
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provide the different modulation symbols (see fig. 5 and col. 17, line 12-col. 18, line 
45); therefore Kadous discloses the claimed limitation of "selecting a constellation for 
transmission on the active antennas where said selecting the constellation for 
transmission on the active antennas comprises selecting different constellations two or 
more of the active antennas". 

b) Applicant argued that "Koadous does not disclose selecting comprises 
selecting an optimum number of antennas to maximize a minimum signal-to-noise 
(SNR) margin" (see REMARKS pages 20-24). The examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Kadous shows that each specific symbol stream is transmitted on selected antenna 
(see fig. 5 and col. 17, line 12-col. 18, line 45). Kadous also suggests that the symbol 
stream with the highest margin should be selected (col. 16). Since each symbol stream 
is determined based on SNR (for details see cols. 11-18); therefore Kadous discloses 
the claimed limitation of "selecting comprises selecting an optimum number of antennas 
to maximize a minimum signal-to-noise (SNR) margin". 

The examiner relies upon references, as a whole, to read on the claimed 
limitations. References' specific citations are to pinpoint pertinent passages to aid in the 
understandings of the reference as applied to the particular claimed elements. 

With all the reasons stated above, the rejection is deemed proper and still 
stands. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 4-8, 10, 13, 15-19, 21, 24, 26-30, 32, 35, 37-41, 43, 46, 48-52, 54 and 
57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Malaender (US- 
2003/0223391) in view of Kadous (US-6,801,580). 

Regarding claims 4, Malaender teaches a method comprising: 
selecting a subset of active antennas from a plurality of available antennas in an multi- 
element antenna system based on higher-order statistics of a propagation medium 
([0043]-[0051]; described as "channel coefficient matrix"). But, Malaender fails to 
expressly teach selecting a constellation for transmission on the active antennas where 
said selecting the constellation for transmission on the active antennas comprises 
selecting different constellations two or more of the active antennas. However, Kadous 
teaches a similar method of "patial receiver processing techniques include a channel 
correlation matrix inversion (CCMI) technique (which is also referred to as a zero-forcing 
technique) and a minimum mean square error (MMSE) technique" (see col. 20, lines 29- 
37); thus, making it analogous art since it is in the same field of endeavor. Kadous 
further teaches selecting a constellation for transmission on the active antennas (col. 
17, lines 40-59; for more details see fig. 5, cols. 16-18) where said selecting the 
constellation for transmission on the active antennas comprises selecting different 
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constellations two or more of the active antennas (col. 14, lines 6-10, for more details 
see fig. 4 and cols. 14-18). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention as taught by Kadous in the method of 
Malaender in order to "process a number of received symbol streams in a MIMO system 
with multipath channels such that improved performance may be achieved when using 
successive interference cancellation (SIC) receiver processing" (see SUMMARY). 

Regarding claims 7, Malaender teaches a method comprising: 
selecting a subset of active antennas from a plurality of available antennas in an 
multi-element antenna system based on higher-order statistics of a propagation medium 
([0043]-[0051]; described as "channel coefficient matrix"). But, Malaender fails to 
expressly teach where said selecting comprises selecting an optimum number of 
antennas to maximize a minimum signal-to-noise (SNR) margin. Kadous further teaches 
where said selecting comprises selecting an optimum number of antennas to maximize 
a minimum signal-to-noise (SNR) margin (col. 16, lines 15-33; for more details see cols. 
11-16). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the applicant's invention as taught by Kadous in the method of Malaender in order 
to "process a number of received symbol streams in a MIMO system with multipath 
channels such that improved performance may be achieved when using successive 
interference cancellation (SIC) receiver processing" (see SUMMARY). 



Regarding claims 15, Malaender teaches an apparatus (fig. 1B) comprising: 
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a processor (fig. 1 B, 140) operative to select a subset of active antennas from a 
plurality of available antennas in an multi-element antenna system based on higher- 
order statistics of a propagation medium ([0043]-[0051]; described as "channel 
coefficient matrix"). But, Malaender fails to expressly teach wherein the processor is 
operative to select a constellation for transmission on the active antennas and select 
different constellations two or more of the active antennas. Kadous further teaches 
wherein the processor (col. 21 , lines 3-1 1 ) is operative to select a constellation for 
transmission on the active antennas (col. 17, lines 40-59; for more details see fig. 5, 
cols. 16-18) and select different constellations two or more of the active antennas, (col. 
14, lines 6-10, for more details see fig. 4 and cols. 14-18). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention as 
taught by Kadous in the method of Malaender in order to "process a number of received 
symbol streams in a MIMO system with multipath channels such that improved 
performance may be achieved when using successive interference cancellation (SIC) 
receiver processing" (see SUMMARY). 

Regarding claims 18, Malaender teaches an apparatus (fig. 1B) comprising: 
a processor (fig. 1B, 140) operative to select a subset of active antennas from a 
plurality of available antennas in an multi-element antenna system based on higher- 
order statistics of a propagation medium ([0043]-[0051]; described as "channel 
coefficient matrix"). But, Malaender fails to expressly teach where the processor is 
operative to select a constellation for transmission on the active antennas and select an 
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optimum number of antennas to maximize a minimum signal-to-noise (SNR) margin. 
Kadous further teaches where the processor (col. 21, lines 3-11) is operative to select a 
constellation for transmission on the active antennas and select an optimum number of 
antennas to maximize a minimum signal-to-noise (SNR) margin (col. 16, lines 15-33; for 
more details see cols. 11-16). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention as taught by Kadous in the method of 
Malaender in order to "process a number of received symbol streams in a MIMO system 
with multipath channels such that improved performance may be achieved when using 
successive interference cancellation (SIC) receiver processing" (see SUMMARY). 

Regarding claims 26, Malaender teaches an apparatus (fig. 1B) comprising: 
a processor (fig. 1 B, 140) including means for selecting a subset of active 
antennas from a plurality of available antennas in an multi-element antenna system 
based on higher-order statistics of a propagation medium. But, Malaender fails to 
expressly teach means for selecting a constellation for transmission on the active 
antennas including means for selecting different constellations two or more of the active 
antennas. Kadous further teaches means for selecting a constellation for transmission 
on the active antennas (col. 17, lines 40-59; for more details see fig. 5, cols. 16-18) 
including means for selecting different constellations two or more of the active antennas 
(col. 14, lines 6-10, for more details see fig. 4 and cols. 14-18). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention as 
taught by Kadous in the method of Malaender in order to "process a number of received 
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symbol streams in a MIMO system with multipath channels such that improved 
performance may be achieved when using successive interference cancellation (SIC) 
receiver processing" (see SUMMARY). 

Regarding claims 29, Malaender teaches an apparatus (fig. 1B) comprising: 
a processor (fig. 1B, 140) including means for selecting a subset of active 
antennas from a plurality of available antennas in an multi-element antenna system 
based on higher-order statistics of a propagation medium. But, Malaender fails to 
expressly teach where said selecting comprises selecting an optimum number of 
antennas to maximize a minimum signal-to-noise (SNR) margin. Kadous further teaches 
where said selecting comprises selecting an optimum number of antennas to maximize 
a minimum signal-to-noise (SNR) margin (col. 16, lines 15-33; for more details see cols. 
11-18). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the applicant's invention as taught by Kadous in the method of Malaender in order 
to "process a number of received symbol streams in a MIMO system with multipath 
channels such that improved performance may be achieved when using successive 
interference cancellation (SIC) receiver processing" (see SUMMARY). 

Regarding claims 37, Malaender teaches a system (fig. 1 ) comprising: 
a propagation medium (fig. 1A, 130); 

a first transceiver including a plurality of available antennas (fig. 1 A; antennas 
111a-m); 
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a second transceiver including a plurality of available antennas (fig. 1 A; antennas 
121 a-n); 

a processor (fig. 1 B, 140) operative to determine higher-order statistics of a 
propagation medium from signals received from the plurality of available antennas at 
the first transceiver ([0046]-[0047]); and antennas selection module operative to select a 
subset of active antennas from a plurality of available antennas in an multi-element 
antenna system based on higher-order statistics of a propagation medium ([0046]- 
[0047]). But, Malaender fails to expressly teach where the processor is operative to 
select a constellation for transmission on the active antennas and select different 
constellations two or more of the active antennas. Kadous further teaches where the 
processor (col. 21, lines 3-12) is operative to select a constellation for transmission on 
the active antennas (col. 17, lines 40-59; for more details see fig. 5, cols. 16-18) and 
select different constellations two or more of the active antennas (col. 14, lines 6-10, for 
more details see fig. 4 and cols. 14-18). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention as taught by Kadous in the 
method of Malaender in order to "process a number of received symbol streams in a 
MIMO system with multipath channels such that improved performance may be 
achieved when using successive interference cancellation (SIC) receiver processing" 
(see SUMMARY). 

Regarding claims 40, Malaender teaches a system (fig. 1) comprising: 
a propagation medium (fig. 1A, 130); 



Application/Control Number: 10/656,001 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2617 

a first transceiver including a plurality of available antennas (fig. 1 A; antennas 
111a-m); 

a second transceiver including a plurality of available antennas (fig. 1 A; antennas 
121 a-n); 

a processor (fig. 1 B, 140) operative to determine higher-order statistics of a 
propagation medium from signals received from the plurality of available antennas at 
the first transceiver ([0046]-[0047]); and 

antennas selection module operative to select a subset of active antennas from a 
plurality of available antennas in an multi-element antenna system based on higher- 
order statistics of a propagation medium ([0046]-[0047]). But, Malaender fails to 
expressly teach where the processor is operative to select an optimum number of 
antennas to maximize a minimum signal-to-noise (SNR) margin. Kadous further teaches 
where the processor (col. 21 , lines 3-12) is operative to select an optimum number of 
antennas to maximize a minimum signal-to-noise (SNR) margin (col. 16, lines 15-33; for 
more details see cols. 11-18). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the applicant's invention as taught by Kadous in the method of 
Malaender in order to "process a number of received symbol streams in a MIMO system 
with multipath channels such that improved performance may be achieved when using 
successive interference cancellation (SIC) receiver processing" (see SUMMARY). 

Regarding claims 48, Malaender teaches a computer program [0054] comprising 
the steps of: 
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selecting a subset of active antennas from a plurality of available antennas in an 
multi-element antenna system based on higher-order statistics of a propagation medium 
([0043]-[0051]; described as "channel coefficient matrix"). But, Malaender fails to 
expressly teach selecting a constellation for transmission on the active antennas where 
said selecting the constellation for transmission on the active antennas comprises 
selecting different constellations two or more of the active antennas. Kadous further 
teaches selecting a constellation for transmission on the active antennas where said 
selecting the constellation for transmission on the active antennas (col. 17, lines 40-59; 
for more details see fig. 5, cols. 16-18) comprises selecting different constellations two 
or more of the active antennas (col. 14, lines 6-10, for more details see fig. 4 and cols. 
14-18). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the applicant's invention as taught by Kadous in the method of Malaender in order 
to "process a number of received symbol streams in a MIMO system with multipath 
channels such that improved performance may be achieved when using successive 
interference cancellation (SIC) receiver processing" (see SUMMARY). 

Regarding claims 51, Malaender teaches a computer program [0054] comprising 
the steps of: 

selecting a subset of active antennas from a plurality of available antennas in an 
multi-element antenna system based on higher-order statistics of a propagation medium 
([0043]-[0051]; described as "channel coefficient matrix"). But, Malaender fails to 
expressly teach where said selecting comprises selecting an optimum number of 
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antennas to maximize a minimum signal-to-noise (SNR) margi. Kadous further teaches 
where said selecting comprises selecting an optimum number of antennas to maximize 
a minimum signal-to-noise (SNR) margin (col. 16, lines 15-33; for more details see cols. 
11-18). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the applicant's invention as taught by Kadous in the method of Malaender in order 
to "process a number of received symbol streams in a MIMO system with multipath 
channels such that improved performance may be achieved when using successive 
interference cancellation (SIC) receiver processing" (see SUMMARY). 

Regarding claim 2, 13, 24, 35, 57 and 46, Malaender and Kadous disclose all the 
limitations of claims 4, 15, 26, 37, 40 and 48 respectively. Malaender further teaches 
wherein the higher-order statistics comprise second-order statistics of the propagation 
medium ([0046]-[0047]). 

Regarding claim 5, 16, 27, 38 and 49, Malaender and Kadous disclose all the 
limitations of claims 4, 15, 26, 37 and 48 respectively. Kadous further teaches wherein 
the multi-element antenna system comprises a multiple-in multiple-out (MIMO) system 
(see abstract). 

Regarding claim 6, 17, 28, 39 and 50, Malaender and Kadous disclose all the 
limitations of claims 4, 15, 26, 37 and 48 respectively. Malaender further teaches 
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wherein said selecting comprises selecting the subset of active antennas based on 
correlation matrices among the active antennas ([0046]-[0047]). 

Regarding claim 8, 19, 30, 41 and 52, Malaender and Kadous disclose all the 
limitations of claims 4, 15, 26, 37 and 48 respectively. Malaender further teaches 
wherein said selecting comprises selecting the subset of active antennas based on a 
fixed data rate [0018]. 

Regarding claim 10, 21 , 32, 43 and 54, Malaender and Kadous disclose all the 
limitations of claims 4, 15, 26, 37 and 48 respectively. Kadous further teaches allocating 
substantially equal power to each of said active antennas (col. 15, lines 63-67). 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 9, 1 1 , 20, 22, 31 , 33, 42, 44, 53, 55, 58 and 59 are allowed. 
The following is a statement of reason for the indication of allowance: 
Claims 9,11, 20, 22, 31 , 33, 42, 44, 53, 55, 58 and 59 are allowed with the same 

reasons set forth in the Office Action mailed 05/01/2006 (page 13). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Hottinen discloses "The parallel transmission via a plurality of antenna elements 
in transceiver and terminal enables a reduction of Eb/No (Eb=energy per bit; No=noise 
power density per Hz) requirements for achieving data rates associated with higher 
order constellations like 8PSK, 16QAM, or 64QAM" (see specification). 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL 

Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy Q Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-7924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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